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Re: La Union Estates, Dona Ana County

Dear Mr. Kesler:

The Water Use & ConservationlSubdivision Review Bureau of the Office of the State Engineer
has reviewed the referenced subdivision proposal pursuant to the Doña Ana County Subdivision
Regulations and the New Mexico Subdivision Act.

Based on the information provided, this office has determine that the subdivider can furnish
water sufficient in quantity to fulfill the maximum annual water requirements of the subdivision,
including water for indoor and outdoor domestic uses, and that the subdivider can fulfill the
proposals in his disclosure statement concerning water, excepting water quality. Accordingly, a
positive opinion is issued.

A staff memorandum providing specific comments is attached for your information. If you have
any questions, please call Julie Valdez at 505-827-6790.

Sincerely,

77ee
/rA

Molly Magnuson, P.E.
Water Use & ConservationlSubdivision Review Acting Bureau Chief

cc: OSE Water Rights Division, Las Cruces Office



MEMORANDUM
New Mexico Office of the State Engineer

Water Use and Conservation Bureau

DATE: March 25, 2014
TO: Molly Magnuson, P.E. Water Use & Conservation Acting Bureau Chief

FROM: Julie Valdez. Senior Water Resource Specia1i’&
SUBJECT: La Union Estates, in Doña Ana County

SUMMARY
On March 11, 2014, the Office of the State Engineer (OSE) received a request to re-review the
proposal for the referenced subdivision.

This office reviewed the proposal for La Union Estates, a Type Three subdivision on August 14,
2012, November 26, 2012, July 25, 2013 and February 28, 2014. For details, please refer to these
letters.

The developer proposes to subdivide a 31.32-acre tract into 15 residential lots ranging in size from
1.55 to 2.76 acres. The proposed water supply for indoor use is by the La Union Mutual Domestic
Water and Sewer Works Association, with individual on-site irrigation wells and surface water from
the Elephant Butte Irrigation District. The property is located near the New Mexico-Texas state line
on McNutt Road west of NM Highway 28 and Westside Drive, within Sections 33 and 34, Township
27 South, Range 3 East, NMPM.

The water supply documents submitted to this office consist of a Ready. Willing and Able Letter.

The proposal was reviewed pursuant to the Doña Ana County Subdivision Regulations (Regulations)
and the New Mexico Subdivision Act. It is the opinion of this office that the water supply proposal
satisfies the requirements of Section 14.3.5.A.2 of the Regulations and Section 47-6-11.F (1) of the
Act. Therefore, a positive opinion should be issued.

WATER DEMAND ANALYSIS AND WATER CONSERVATION
Under Item No. 17 of the Disclosure Statement, the subdivider has quantified the maximum annual
water requirements of the subdivision in accordance with Section 14.3.2.A of the Regulations. The
maximum annual water requirement for both indoor and outdoor purposes, for each parcel in a
residential subdivision, shall be 0.75 acre-feet per year unless a detailed water demand analysis
approved by the State Engineer’s Office justifies the use of a different figure. The total annual water
requirement for the subdivision in acre-feet per year is computed by multiplying the number of
parcels by 0.75. The total maximum annual water demand for the subdivision is 11.25 acre-feet. The
developer has also committed to serve a neighboring parcel located just east of the proposed
subdivision with water. The total maximum annual water demand for the subdivision and
neighboring parcel is 12 acre-feet.
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Water conservation measures are included under Item No. 17 of the Disclosure Statement. The water
conservation measures include limiting lawns to a maximum of 800 square feet per lot, and low-
water use landscaping techniques applying the principles of xeriscape.

WATER AVAILABILITY ASSESSMENT
The proposal states that residents of the proposed subdivision will 1) purchase water from La Union
Mutual Domestic Water & Sewer Association, 2) have individual on-site irrigation wells and 3) have
surface water from Elephant Butte Irrigation District. In the Water Supply Plan the developer states
that The property being subdivided currently has ground water rights reference LRG-14330 “.

According to the developer these water rights will be divided proportionately for each property. It
should be noted that if individual onsite wells are desired, an application to change ownership and
change location of well must be filed with the USE’s District IV office. This office recommends
contacting the USE’s District IV office for procedures related to the aforementioned applications or
questions related to the active adjudication.

Under Item No. 17 of the Disclosure Statement the developer proposes that each lot in the
subdivision will have individual onsite wells for irrigation purposes. Section 14.3.5.B of the
Regulations requires at least one well log from an on-site well or from an existing nearby well, a
description of the water bearing formations including a statement of the maximum and minimum
depths of water, and a statement of the estimated yield of wells in gallons per minute based on well
logs from existing or nearby wells. The developer has provided a well log for LRG 7329.

Under item No. 19 of the Disclosure Statement the developer recommends that the wells be drilled
between 100 to 200 feet deep and estimates yields to be 25 to 50 gprn. These well specifications are
consistent with the well data for LRG 7329.

Based on the information provided, the developer has demonstrated that wells that have been
completed in the vicinity of the proposed subdivision produce water in sufficient quantities to meet
the outdoor demands under Section No. 17 of the Disclosure Statement.

A letter from the utility, stating that the utility is ready, willing, and able to provide water service for
the subdivision is included in the proposal as required by Section 14.3.5.A.2 of the Regulations. The
developer has adequately addressed the previous comments made by this office regarding a Change
of Water Rights application. The developer has filed an application to transfer 12 acre-feet of water
rights to La Union Mutual Domestic Water and Sewer Works Association.

Section 47-6-11 .F (1) of the Act requires that the developer provide documents demonstrating that
water sufficient in quantity to fulfill the maximum annual water requirements of the subdivision is
available. The USE reviews the water rights and the physical water availability when issuing an
opinion. Based on USE records, the La Union Mutual Domestic Water and Sewer Works
Association currently holds sufficient water rights to provide service to the proposed development.


